
Supper with 
Strangers
Changing the way travelers connect
through food
BY JENNY ADAMS

EatWith is taking the world by storm, one bite 
at a time. The social-media site connects 
home chefs with travelers looking for a 

more authentic, personal dining experience. 
Launched in 2012, the community has grown 
to 500 EatWith hosts in 160 cities across 30 
countries. But it all started with one simple meal.

Co-founder Guy Michlin was on vacation in Crete 
when he was invited to dine in a local home. The 
meal turned out to be the highlight of his trip. 
Michlin decided he wanted to give other 
travelers the same opportunity and 
so, together with partner Shemer 
Schwarz, he launched EatWith.

Diners start the process by 
selecting a city and date on 
the website. Chefs willing 
to prepare a dinner that 
night post proposed 
menus, as well as food 
and setting photos. The 
price is determined by 
the chef but is typically 
around $50 for four 
courses and wine. 
However, the experi-
ence really hinges on 
the host.

“We want it to be very 
special,” says Naama Shefi , 
community manager for 
EatWith. “A good host should 
be dynamic, enthusiastic and give 
guests a picture of how it is to live in 
that particular town.”

Prospective hosts have to undergo an 
approval process, which also includes a trial dinner
for the EatWith staff . Standards are strict: EatWith 
has approved roughly only 5 percent of the thousands 
of applications it has received.

At host Shuchi Mittal Naidoo’s apartment in 
Manhattan, guests arrive to a candlelit dining table, 
an open kitchen and incredible views of One World 
Trade Center. “I was working in investment banking 
and while I wanted to do something with food in 
the future, I wasn’t sure of the direction I wanted to 
take,” says Naidoo. She’s now served her Indian and 
South American-inspired cuisine at more than 60 
EatWith dinners.

After a nightcap, guests can post feedback about the 
dinner on the site. Michlin hopes that they leave with 
a realization like the one he had in Crete: Dining with 
locals can truly make a strange city feel like home.
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